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BUS SERVICES � RIVERTON ELECTORATE 
Grievance 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton) [9.28 am]: My grievance is directed to the Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister for Transport. Changes to the popular, longstanding 155 bus service have seriously affected the lives of 
many senior citizens in my electorate. I refer to the poor route planning and timetabling of buses in my electorate 
as a direct result of Labor�s fixation with forcing bus routes to feed the new railway line. Popular bus routes, 
such as the old 155 bus route that serviced many local east-west destinations, have been removed. These bus 
routes were the link that provided many seniors in the community with access to local shops, the Herald Avenue 
Senior Citizens Centre and the large shopping centres of Carousel and Garden City. The two limited bus routes 
that remain through the suburbs in my electorate are inadequate. As a result, the quality of life of many local 
seniors has been adversely impacted. Many have told me they now find themselves virtual prisoners in their own 
homes. They are unable to get from one local destination to another without lengthy delays and, in many cases, 
there is no bus service at all.  

Denis Henshaw is a delightful 81-year-old Willetton constituent who rides his Gopher to my office several times 
a week to ask whether anything has been done to reinstate the 155 bus service. Similarly, Mary Donovan, a 76-
year-old Lynwood resident originally from Ireland, stops by when she can to tell me that she needs the bus 
service back because she hates being trapped indoors all day as a direct result of the lack of public transport. In 
fact, Mary, who has a serious back complaint but soldiers on regardless, told me that she wore a path out going 
to see the previous member for Riverton about this issue, to no avail. Whenever these two people visit my office, 
they have my staff in fits of laughter with their wonderful attitude to life. Denis and Mary are two examples of 
the many seniors who have raised these valid issues with me about the loss of bus services and the detrimental 
impact it has on their lives.  

It is shameful that the former Labor government ignored the needs of senior citizens and instead concentrated all 
its efforts on the north-south rail link. In its �Better Planning: Better Futures� document, the former Labor 
government said that it would �develop responses to the population ageing challenge�. In his foreword to this 
document, the former Premier said that it was necessary to make things happen, not just assume they would 
happen. It is a pity that these laudable words have been sabotaged in Riverton by the ideology that produced 
them.  

For many years local senior citizens, many of whom have limited mobility, have relied on a very good bus 
service that went east-west through the electorate connecting the suburbs of Cannington, Lynwood, Ferndale, 
Riverton, Willetton, Bateman and Brentwood to Booragoon and Fremantle. This allowed seniors convenient 
access to the Herald Avenue Senior Citizens Centre, one of the biggest and most successful senior citizen 
facilities in the state with over 1 500 members. In fact, the bus used to stop right outside the building, leaving 
them with an easy walk to the front door. The service also enabled them to go shopping at the larger shopping 
hubs of Carousel and Garden City, as well as the many smaller but popular local shops along the route to the 
port. Now access to these services has virtually been withdrawn by the limited new routes and timetable 
designed to feed the north-south rail line into the city. The nearest bus stop to the senior citizens centre is now 
hundreds of metres away from the facility. Elderly constituents such as Denis and Mary tell me that the old 155 
bus route met their needs perfectly. It was an integral part of their lives and they used it to get around the 
community. I know that some people even chose to purchase their homes based on proximity to the long-
established east-west route. Indeed, the Herald Avenue Senior Citizens Centre was built there, in part, because 
the bus stop was next door. They have told me quite clearly that they want the bus back. 

The federal member for Tangney, whose electorate encompasses Riverton and Bateman, has had similar 
representations from community members. I am aware that a petition signed by over 1 000 people from the 
Herald Avenue Senior Citizens Centre was tabled in this place last year by the former member for Riverton, yet 
nothing happened. Ironically, another petition from 122 people was recently submitted by the Labor member for 
Cannington. Another consequence of Labor�s ham-fisted changes to bus routes is its insistence on passengers 
having to break up their east-west journey at the Bull Creek railway station. Many of my constituents want to 
travel to Garden City Shopping Centre in Booragoon but the timetables appear to discourage them from doing 
so. Many have told me how frustrated they feel when their bus arrives at the Bull Creek train station just in time 
to see the connecting bus pull out. They have to wait at least 15 minutes and sometimes as much as half an hour 
for the next bus, but the station facilities provide virtually no shelter from the weather and very few seats, and 
are often crowded with busy, boisterous commuters. Is there any practical reason why the old 155 bus route or 
something similar to it cannot be reinstated? Is there a practical reason why the current limited bus service 
cannot go past Bull Creek train station and on to Garden City at the very least so that seniors do not have to 
change buses? 
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We are now in government, as we hear regularly. It is up to us to solve these problems that we inherited from the 
previous government. I respect the concerns that seniors have raised with me about the bus system in my area. I 
know that the Minister for Transport is well aware of the issues. Indeed, he lives along the route. I look forward 
to working with him to resolve the matter so that seniors in my electorate can again fully participate in our 
community. 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands � Parliamentary Secretary) [9.35 am]: As the Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Minister for Transport, I have raised this matter with the Minister for Transport. I thank the member for 
Riverton for some notice of the grievance so that the minister could formally respond. Before I give the 
minister�s response, I would like to add that the issue strikes a chord with me. I have an issue with the 
Hollywood retirement village in my electorate. It is probably a more serious issue than the one raised by the 
member for Riverton. The number of residents in the Hollywood retirement village is diminishing. As a 
consequence, the Public Transport Authority put forward an efficiency argument and an economic rationalist 
argument that it is no longer worthwhile running buses past the Hollywood retirement village. This is a slightly 
different matter from the one raised by the member for Riverton.  

The Minister for Transport has asked me to deliver the following response to the member for Riverton. 
According to my notes, he stated � 

I am certainly aware of the matter concerning what was bus route 155, which was removed by the 
previous government following the opening of the Mandurah rail line.  

The removal of bus route 155 has had a significant impact on the residents in the electorate of Riverton 
and I recognise this. I appreciate the member for Riverton�s work in seeking to address this matter and I 
am currently looking into the situation and working towards a solution that I am confident will address 
the transport needs of his residents. 

 


